
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 29 November 2006] 

 p8927b-8927b 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

POWER SUPPLIES - SUMMER MONTHS 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [12.17 pm]:  The extremes of the Western Australian 
summer - heatwaves, cyclones and bushfires - have always put pressure on electricity supplies.  Peak electricity 
demand occurs in summer and provides the greatest challenge to maintaining a reliable power supply for the 
state.  I am pleased to report that Western Australia’s four new power corporations have accepted this challenge 
for the summer of 2006-07, and I am confident that adequate preparations have been made for maintaining 
electricity supplies over the coming months. 

The Office of Energy has prepared a summer readiness report that identifies these challenges and outlines what 
has been done to meet consumers’ summer electricity needs.  I intend to table the report.  It indicates that with 
the increasing popularity of airconditioners and the weather bureau’s forecast of a hotter than average summer, 
very high peak demand for electricity is expected.  However, several initiatives and projects over the past year 
have improved the grid’s preparedness for the extremes of summer.  These include the Alinta co-generation 
plants at Pinjarra and the state government’s unprecedented $2.23 billion network expenditure program.  Some 
of the other initiatives include increasing the generating capacity of the Collie power station by an extra 
10 megawatts; upgrading the Muja stage D power plant, thereby providing an extra 54 megawatts; upgrading the 
Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline; completing transmission works at the Oakley, Guildford and Kenwick 
terminals; completing new substations at Southern River, Murdoch, Clarkson and Padbury; and completing 151 
network reinforcement projects. 

In regional areas, Horizon Power has completed a summer readiness program and introduced comprehensive 
cyclone response and bushfire management plans.  There is no doubt that the state government’s electricity 
reform program has greatly increased the focus on reliability in the four new power corporations.  Verve Energy 
is working to significantly improve plant availability performance, Synergy is redoubling its search for demand 
management opportunities, Western Power is seeking to improve network access and reliability, and Horizon 
Power’s dedicated regional focus is making it more responsive to the specific needs and circumstances of its 
regional customers.  The reforms have also encouraged a range of new private power generation developments 
that strengthen the electricity system by providing additional capacity and diversity.  I table the report. 

[See paper 2249.]   
 


